What is it?

Israel’s Day of Remembrance for Fallen Soldiers. The day is the national
remembrance day observed for all military personnel who lost their
lives in the struggle that led to the establishment of the State of Israel
in 1948 and for those that have been killed subsequently while on
active duty in Israel’s armed forces.

The day is recognised as a solemn day and memorial candles are litin
homes, army camps, schools, synagogues and public places and all
flags are lowered to half mast. There are guards of honour at all war
memorials and families of the fallen participate in ceremonies at
military cemeteries.

National memorial services are held in the presence of Israel’s top
leadership and military personnel. The day opens with a siren the
proceeding evening. The siren is heard across Israel and lasts for one
minute, during which Israelis stop everything, including driving on
highways, and stand in silence, commemorating the fallen and
showing respect.

While Yom Hazikaron is viewed as a secular national character, there is
a religious component to the day. There is a special Yizkor (memorial
prayer) and “El Maleh Rachamim” prayer for members of the defence
forces recited.

When is it?
Yom Hazikaron is commemorated on the 4th lyar, the day before Israel
Independence day.

Customs
- Lighting a Yahrzeit (Memorial) Candle

- Poem by Natan Alterman pre War of Independence December 1947
- Lowering an Israeli flag

+ Holding a minutes'silence

- Prayer for Welfare of Israeli Soldiers — see left hand column




