Whether you’re a riddle wizard or fancy trying something new we have
pulled together some top brain teasers for you to get stuck in to! Put
your mind’s puzzle power to the test!
1. In the left column you have a pair of words. Your goal is to find a third word that is
connected or associated with both of these two words. The first pair is PIANO and
LOCK. The answer is KEY. The word key is connected with both the word piano and
the word lock: there are KEYS on a piano and you use a KEY to lock doors.

i.

LOCK — PIANO

=

ii.

SHIP — CARD

=

iii.

TREE — CAR

=

iv.

SCHOOL — EYE

=

v.

PILLOW — COURT

=

vi.

BED — PAPER

=

vii.

ARMY — WATER

=

viii.

TENNIS — NOISE

=

ix.

EGYPTIAN — MOTHER

=

x.

SMOKER — PLUMBER

=

2. Count the number of F’s in this sentence:“Finished files are the result of years of scientific study combined with the experience
of years.”

3. A boy is walking down the road with a doctor. While the boy is the doctor’s son, the
doctor is not the boy’s father. Then who is the doctor?

4. I am the beginning of sorrow and the end of sickness. You cannot express happiness
without me yet I am in the midst of crosses. I am always in risk yet never in danger.
You may find me in the sun, but I am never out of darkness.

5. What has a mouth, but cannot eat; moves, but has no legs; and has a bank but
cannot put money in it?

6. The number 8,549,176,320 is a unique number. What is so special about it?
7. Your parents have six sons including you and each son has one sister. How many
are in the family?

8. What three numbers have the same answer when added together and multiplied
together?
9. What is in the middle of nowhere?
10.

How far can a rabbit run into the woods?

Still with us? These brain teasers require thought, intellect and a dab
of creativity. Go on, have a go!

Say the days of the week backwards, then in alphabetical order. (Speak other
languages? Try doing the same in French or Hebrew!)

Say the months of the year in alphabetical order. Easy? Well, why don’t you try doing
so backwards, in reverse alphabetical order.

Find the sum of your date of birth, mm/dd/yyyy. Want a tougher mind teaser? Do the
same with your spouse’s or best friend’s date of birth (without looking it up…!)

Name two objects for every letter in your first name. Work up to five objects, trying to
use different items each time.

Mandalas are a series of drawing patterns organised around a single,
central point.

Drawing and colouring mandalas can be a meditative tool; the focus
required promotes a peaceful atmosphere and a reflective mood. You
might also like to draw your own mandala free-hand or use a rulers and
other props.

Use the box below to have a go at your own mandela drawing!

It’s Quiz time!
Test your trivia knowledge with our “Match The Famous Couple”
i.

ABBOTT AND …

ii.

DEAN MARTIN AND …

iii.

SONNY AND …

iv.

LAUREL AND …

v.

SAMSON AND …

vi.

TORVILL AND …

vii.

BONNIE AND …

viii.

DONNY AND …

ix.

MARK ANTHONY …

x.

CHEECH AND …

xi.

GILBERT AND …

xii.

ROMEO AND …

xiii.

SIMON AND …

xiv.

LENNON AND …

xv.

SHERLOCK HOLMES …

Love words? You are in luck - it’s wordsearch O’Clock! Go on, have a
go at our green vegetable wordsearch!

APPLES
BROCOLLI
CARROTS
DATES
EGGPLANT
FIGS
GRAPES
HORSERADISH
ICEBERG
LETTUCE
JUJUBES
KALE
LEMONS
MANGOS
NECTARINES
ONIONS
PARSNIPS
QUINCES
RUTABAGA
SPINACH
TURNIPS
UGLI FRUIT
WASABI
XIGUA
YAMS
ZUCCHINI

Take part in a good old riddle showdown. They aren’t only fun but can
help boost your creative thinking!

1. What has a face and two hands, but has no arms or legs?

2. What five letter word becomes shorter when you add two letters to it?

3. What starts with a P, ends with an E and has thousands of letters?

4. Pronounced as one letter but written with three, only two different letters are used to
make me. I’m double, I’m single, I’m black, blue and grey. I’m read from both ends
and the same either way.

Solving crossword puzzles is like mental yoga — both challenging and
relaxing at the same time.

Down
1. Transported (7)
2. Emblem (5)
3. Tropical bird (6)
4. Mistake (5)
5. Dependable follower (7)
6. Go in (5)
8. Magnitude relation (5)
13. Reinforcement (7)
15. Reasoned judgment (5)
16. Musical passage (7)
17. Opportunity (6)
18. Part of a church (5)
19. Ahead of time (5)
21. Obviate (5)

Across
1. Floorshow (7)
4. Spooky (5)
7. Detection device (5)
9. Vertical (7)
10. Inactivity (7)
11. Measuring implement (5)
12. Dictator (6)
14. Ecclesiastic (6)
18. Copious (5)
20. Drawn (7)
22. Pouch worn with a kilt (7)
23. Diadem (5)
24. Admittance (5)
25. Spiny anteater (7)

Play our True Or False game… you have 50% chance of getting them
right!!
1. True or false … About 13% of the world’s population are lefties.

2. True or false … The Eiffel Tower was built from 1887 to 1889 for the Universal
Exhibition and Centennial of the French Revolution.

3. True or false … Mount Kilimanjaro is the highest mountain in the world?
4. True or false … A group of swans is known as a bevy?

5. True or false … Sydney is the capital of Australia?

6. True or false … Seashorses have no teeth or stomach?

7. True or false … The letter “t” is the second most common letter used in the English
language
8. True or false … Most eskimoes have fridges?

9. True or false … Thomas Edison, who invented the lightbulb was afraid of the dark?
10.

True or false … Male wasps have no stings

ANSWERS

1. i. Key, ii.. Deck, iii. Trunk, iv. Pupil (exam and private accepted too), v. Case,
Sheet, vii. Tank, viii. Racket, ix. Mummy, x. Pipe

vi.

2. Count the number of F’s in the sentence: “Finished files are the result of years of
scientific study combined with the experience of years.”
Ans: Six - Most people say three. Why? We often don’t correctly process the word
“OF” for two reasons. First, the letter F usually makes the “f” sound, like in “fox”.
However, in the word “of”, it makes a “v” sound. Second, you have probably read the
word “of” so many times in your life that you process it as one unit, overlooking the
second letter/ sound.
3. A boy is walking down the road with a doctor. While the boy is the doctor’s son, the
doctor is not the boy’s father. Then who is the doctor?
Ans: The doctor is the boy’s mother
4. I am the beginning of sorrow and the end of sickness. You cannot express
happiness without me yet I am in the midst of crosses. I am always in risk yet never
in danger. You may find me in the sun, but I am never out of darkness.
Ans: the letter S
1. 5. What has a mouth, but cannot eat; moves, but has no legs; and has a bank but
cannot put money in it?
2. Ans: River
6. The number 8,549,176,320 is a unique number. What is so special about it?
Ans: This is the only number that includes all the digits arranged in alphabetical order

7. Your parents have six sons including you and each son has one sister. How many
are in the family?
Ans: Nine. Two parents, six sons, and one daughter. All of them have one sister (not
six sisters)

8. What three numbers have the same answer when added together and multiplied
together?
Ans: 1,2,3

9.What is in the middle of nowhere?
Ans: H
10.How far can a rabbit run in to the woods?
Ans: Half way, after that he is running out of the woods

“Match The Famous Couple” Quiz
i.

ABBOTT AND … COSTELLO

ii.

DEAN MARTIN AND … JERRY LEWIS

iii.

SONNY AND … CHER

iv.

LAUREL AND … HARDY

v.

SAMSON AND … DELILAH

vi.

TORVILL AND … DEAN

vii.

BONNIE AND … CLYDE

viii.

DONNY AND … MARIE OSMOND

ix.

MARK ANTHONY … CLEOPATRA

x.

CHEECH AND … CHONG

xi.

GILBERT AND … SULLIVAN

xii.

ROMEO AND … JULIET

xiii.

SIMON AND … GARFUNKEL

xiv.

LENNON AND … MCCARTNEY

xv.

SHERLOCK HOLMES … WATSON

Green vegetable wordsearch

Riddles
1. What has a face and two hands, but has no arms or legs?
Ans:- A clock

2. What five letter word becomes shorter when you add two letters to it?
Ans: Short

3. What starts with a P, ends with an E and has thousands of letters?
Ans: Post Office

4. Pronounced as one letter but written with three, only two different letters are used to make
me. I’m double, I’m single, I’m black, blue and grey. I’m read from both ends and the same
either way.
Ans: Eye

Crossword

True or False
1. About 13% of the world’s population are lefties.
Ans: True - Various sources differ, with 7% to 13% being the average
2. The Eiffel Tower was built from 1887 to 1889 for the Universal Exhibition and Centennial of
the French Revolution.
Ans: True
3. Mount Kilimanjaro is the highest mountain in the world?
Ans: False (Everest)
4. A group of swans is known as a bevy?
Ans: True
5. Sydney is the capital of Australia?
Ans: False (it is Canberra)
6. Seashorses have no teeth or stomach?
Ans: True
7. The letter “t” is the second most common letter used in the English language
Ans: True
8. Most eskimoes have fridges?
Ans: True (to keep their food from freezing)
9. Thomas Edison, who invented the lightbulb was afraid of the dark?
Ans: True
10. Male wasps have no stings
Ans: True

Thank you for taking part in
our Activity Book!
To get in touch please email
virtualcommunitycentre@jcare.org
or call 020 8418 2114
with any questions or suggestions

